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Keynote Speakers: 
 

 

Arjun Sethi 
Arjun Singh Sethi is a community activist, civil 

rights lawyer, writer, and law professor based in 

Washington, DC. He works closely with Muslim, 

Arab, South Asian, and Sikh communities and 

advocates for racial justice, equity, and social change 

at the local and national levels. His writing has 

appeared in CNN Opinion, The Guardian, Politico 

magazine, USA Today, and The Washington Post, 

and he holds faculty appointments at Georgetown 

University Law Center and Vanderbilt University 

Law School. Arjun presently co-chairs the American 

Bar Association’s 

National Committee on Homeland Security, 

Terrorism, and Treatment of Enemy Combatants. In 

the wake of the 2016 presidential election, Arjun traveled the country and met with a diversity of 

people and documented the hate they experienced during the campaign and after inauguration. 

American Hate: Survivors Speak Out was released in August 2018 and named an NPR Best 

Book of the Year. 

 

Heidi Beirich 
Heidi Beirich leads the SPLC’s Intelligence Project, 

which publishes the award-winning Intelligence Report 

and the Hatewatch blog. 

 

She is an expert on various forms of extremism, 

including the white supremacist, nativist and neo-

Confederate movements as well as racism in academia. 

 

She oversees the SPLC’s yearly count of the nation’s 

hate and hard-line, anti-government groups and is a 

frequent contributor to the SPLC’s investigative reports 

and an oft-sought speaker at conferences on extremism. 

Prior to joining the SPLC staff in 1999, Heidi earned a doctorate in political science from Purdue 

University. She is the co-editor and author of several chapters of Neo-Confederacy: A Critical 

Introduction, published by the University of Texas Press in 2008. 

 



 

 

Khaled A. Beydoun 
Khaled A. Beydoun is a leading scholar on Islamophobia, 

the ‘War on Terror,’ and Civil Rights. He serves as a 

Professor at the University of Arkansas (Fayetteville) 

School of Law, and Senior Affiliated Faculty at the 

University of California- Berkeley Islamophobia Research 

& Documentation Project.  

 

Professor Beydoun’s research examines the legal 

construction of Arab and Muslim American identity, 

Islamophobia, and the intersection of national security 

policy, civil liberties and citizenship. His scholarship has 

been featured in top law journals, including: the Columbia  

Law Review, the California Law Review, the UCLA Law Review, the Harvard Civil Rights and  

Civil Liberties Law Review, and the Northwestern University Law Review. His critically 

acclaimed book, American Islamophobia: Understanding the Roots and Rise of Fear, was 

published in 2018, by the University of California Press, and his co-edited volume, Islamophobia  

and the Law, will be published by Cambridge University Press in 2019.  

 

 

 

Todd Green 

Todd Green is Associate Professor of Religion at Luther 

College. A nationally recognized expert on Islamophobia, 

Green served as a Franklin Fellow at the U.S. State 

Department in 2016-17, where he analyzed and assessed the 

impact of anti-Muslim prejudice in Europe on countering 

violent extremism initiatives, refugee and migrant policies, 

and human rights. He has also given lectures on 

Islamophobia to other federal agencies, including the FBI 

and the Department of Homeland Security. 

Green is the author of The Fear of Islam: An Introduction to Islamophobia in the West (Fortress 

Press, 2015). The book surveys the history of anti-Muslim prejudice in Europe and the United 

States and addresses the political and cultural factors contributing to the rise of Islamophobia in 

the post-9/11 era. In 2018, The Fear of Islam was cited in an amicus curiae brief filed by 

prominent civil rights organizations, including the NAACP and the National Urban League, in 

the Supreme Court of the United States. The brief argued in favor of enjoining President 

Trump’s executive order banning entry into the United States from select Muslim-majority 

countries. 

https://www.luther.edu/greeto02/
https://www.luther.edu/greeto02/
https://www.amazon.com/Fear-Islam-Introduction-Islamophobia-West/dp/1451465491
https://www.supremecourt.gov/DocketPDF/17/17-965/41517/20180329112348643_Amicus%20Civil%20Rights%20Organizations.pdf


Abbas Barzegar 

Dr. Abbas Barzegar as its new Director of the Department of 

Research and Advocacy to spearhead CAIR’s efforts in 

documenting Islamophobia across the cultural and political 

landscape. 

He will also develop CAIR’s research programming infrastructure 

through strategic engagement with local chapters, non-profit allies, 

and universities. 

Dr. Barzegar graduated from Emory University in 2010 in the field 

of Religious Studies and brings years of applied research experience 

with recognized expertise in American Muslim history, transnational Muslim civil society and 

intra-faith relations. 

His work has been supported by the European Union, The British Council, the US Institute of 

Peace (USIP), the Mellon Foundation, National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), and the 

American Council of Learned Societies (ACLS). 

 

Jaylani Hussein 

Jaylani Hussein is currently the executive director of 

the Minnesota chapter of the Council on American-Islamic 

Relations (CAIR-MN). Hussein worked as the Community 

Liaison Officer at Metro State University and as a Planner 

for the Minnesota Department of Agriculture. In 2013, he 

created Zeila Consultants to develop and offer cross-

cultural training workshops on East African 

cultures. Hussein has presented on the Somali Culture to 

diverse public and private organizations across the US. He 

specializes in the areas of urban planning, community 

development, youth development (with over 8 

years experience working in juvenile treatment centers for court adjudicated youth), legal and 

civil rights. 

Hussein has been active with various community organizations in Minnesota, including 

the Islamic Cultural Center of Minnesota Board of Directors. He has traveled to the Horn of 

Africa twice on behalf of ARAHA, to open a regional field office and oversee large-scale 

humanitarian projects during the Somali Famine of 2011.  

Hussein's family emigrated from Somalia to Minnesota in 1993 and he is trilingual (English, 

Somali, Arabic). Hussein holds degrees in Community Development and City Planning from St. 

Cloud State University and Political Science from North Dakota State University. 



Curtiss Paul DeYoung 
 

Rev. Dr. Curtiss Paul DeYoung is the CEO of the 

Minnesota Council of Churches, a statewide organization 

representing twenty-five Protestant communions from the 

historic black church, mainline denominations, peace 

churches, and Greek Orthodox working in strong 

partnership with the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of the 

Twin Cities and interfaith communities. The current 

programmatic emphasis includes racial justice, interfaith 

relations, and refugee services. 

 

Previously he was the Executive Director of the historic racial justice organization Community 

Renewal Society in Chicago and the inaugural Professor of Reconciliation Studies at Bethel 

University in St. Paul. DeYoung earned degrees from the University of St. Thomas and Howard 

University School of Divinity. He is an author and editor of twelve books on reconciliation, 

interfaith social justice activism, racism, and cultural diversity including Living Faith: How 

Faith Inspires Social Justice. His next book will be out in Summer 2019, Becoming Like 

Creoles: Living and Leading at the Intersections of Injustice, Culture, and Religion. 

 

Raj Sethuraju 

Dr. Raj Sethuraju is a recovering criminologist, alcoholic, 

and survivor of sexual abuse, with over 20 years of 

community-based activism as a researcher and educator. 

Inspired by the resilience of our youth and the men in our 

prison systems, he trains school staff, probation agents, 

community members, and justice personnel. 

Lecturing on restorative practices, trauma and healing, 

value centered leadership, community building he helps in 

unpacking implicit biases and raising consciousness 

utilizing restorative practices.  

In his latest work, Dr. Raj  explores the depths of our justice system and creates a framework in 

which consciousness becomes the roots of our practices. 

 


