
3   

BLACK

76%

LATINO

59%

NATIVE

58%

ASIAN

44%

WHITE

26%

67,175

46% 43% 57% 53% 62%

251,855 25,836 3,385 26,643

115,853 11,109 1,929 14,121 41,649

193,789
households90,497 units

NOAH UNITS RENTING AT 60% AMI OR LESS vs HOUSEHOLDS EARNING 60% AMI OR LESS 
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RENT IS A RACIAL EQUITY ISSUE: PRESERVING NOAH IMPACTS COMMUNITIES OF COLOR

In the Twin Cities region, nearly one in three households 
(370,300) are renters, an increase from 18% in 2010. 
Households of color are far more likely to be renters. For 
instance, while 26% of White households are renters, nearly 
60% of Native and Latino households are renters and 76% of 
Black households are renters. 
  
Overall, 52% of renters across the region — 192,555 households 
— are cost burdened, meaning they spend more than 30% of 
their gross monthly income on housing. Research has shown 
that this results in families spending less on other necessities 

like food, transportation, and medical care. This burden falls 
disproportionately on communities of color. As seen below, 43% 
of White renter households are cost burdened while 57% and 
62% of Native and Black renters are forced to pay more than they 
can afford for housing. 

Families served by NOAH are particularly impacted by cost 
burden. Of the 193,789 renter households earning 60% of the 
area median income or less, 76% pay more than 30% of their 
gross monthly income on rent and 42% (nearly 82,000 families) 
pay more than half of their income on rent. 
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Learn more: mhponline.org

While several high-profile property sales and transitions, like the Crossroads at Penn in Richfield, have focused the attention of 
policymakers and the public on the need to preserve naturally occurring affordable housing, it is important to recognize that 
the geography and make-up of NOAH properties is not uniform. To craft effective and viable preservation policies and financing 
tools, it's essential to identify and understand these distinctions. While there is a need to preserve larger properties, notably in 
the suburbs that contain hundreds of units, there is also a significant stock of smaller buildings, especially in the central cities 
of Minneapolis and St Paul and areas that lower median income renters and communities of color call home. It is essential that 
policymakers, advocates, and developers work to find solutions that fit the needs of their communities and the realities of their 
housing stock. 

For additional analysis of NOAH trends in Minneapolis and St Paul, please reference MHP's previous Market Watch 
reports at www.mhponline.org/market-watch.

CONCLUSION


